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The Why, How, and What of Differentiation

| want to thank all of our teachers who attended our elementary grade level meetings over the past
month. | acknowledge how challenging it is to plan to be away from your students, and | hope the
opportunity to collaborate, celebrate and puzzle through questions with your colleagues was time well
spent. Theresounding theme that emerged from these meetings is that the level of diversity within our
classrooms is more prevalent than ever before, and the range of needs, skills and abilities of our
students is even wider. The job of the classroom teacher is made even more challenging to meet each
and every one of our students where they are and help them to experience growth and success in
learning when the range of needs is vast. The resources in this month’s edition of Affirm, Refine, Aspire
are dedicated to supporting differentiation within our classrooms. Below you will find links to
resources and professional learning opportunities that will support you as you address the needs of al/
of our learners. As always, please continue to reach out to the Learning Coaches if you would like
further support to address differentiation (or any other topic) in your classroom.

I wish all of you a most blessed Advent Season, and a very Merry Christmas to you and your families. |
hope the break is an opportunity to recharge and refocus on what is most important for you. Enjoy
time spent with family and friends -- | look forward to reconnecting with each of you in the New Year.

Carmen Larsen
Director of Learning




Why is it important
to differentiate my
instruction?

"In differentiated
classrooms, teachers begin
where students are, not the
front of a curriculum guide."
~ Carol Ann Tomlinson

*7 Reasons Why
Differentiated Instruction
Works

Five Whole Class
Strategies for a
Learner-Centered
Classroom

Read more about
differentiation here.

How can |
differentiate to
meet the needs of
my students?

Shelley Moore video

*Dr. Baked Potato
*Differentiation Through a
UDL Lens

*A Starter Kit for
Differentiated Instruction

Professional
Learning
Opportunities -
Differentiation

Request and Sign out
Resources from the CEC
Library .

alberta
assessment
consortium

What tools can
help me
differentiate?
*Class Review Template
*Class Support Plan
Template

*AAC - Differentiation
Planning_Tool

What is Research
Anyway?

In schools, a lot of what

passes as "research’ really
isn't . Here's how to know.



https://www.ascd.org/blogs/7-reasons-why-differentiated-instruction-works
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7j0oL1CNXAs
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:7e31689a-8d56-4d24-8654-7eb5db92c3c6
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/starter-kit-differentiated-instruction/
https://blogsomemoore.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/class-review-pdf-editable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hB9nzblkbQlZ_sp3zJyznB1rqUwBdzaUiKJVe_umop4/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1E0LI1_fTIJrH9f28QBbk5UFlr8SJzN-mHcosGWmnecE/edit#slide=id.p
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y1erF78lAhu4U9TlJFTnSG0iwe4QQGMl/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TB777XvCWK1KGayKqMVz7GxvJQiUFK10rBXHpruDfQM/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQ26HWPvxgq22F9t1DC0fkPB33yed9-p/view
https://s.smore.com/u/0521/6dd6d3ffcf8a95cc77b78f32b1318a19.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/0ca6/ebc7d9a5b6410f3e6f926347a86eeadf.png
https://s.smore.com/u/2e90/e42a8b3ca89d74b5869105fa8239dfef.png
https://s.smore.com/u/253c/6e0c99bf53322c6fc67866a067698b9f.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/5f94/276c254e3dd43322c546ce530ae49447.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/6afb/f89ff83735b8644a5c8b1080b9237cf2.jpeg

Sometimes Reading Is Hard by Dr. Robin
Bright Grade 7 to 9 Book Study

When \—

Tuesday, Dec. 7th, 3:30-4pm

Where

Google Meet: Grade Level Meeting

More information

RSVP Here

HS4 Learning Services Book Study Group

Using decoding, vocabulary, and comprehension strategies to inspire fluent, passionate, lifelong
readers. Copies are available for loan through the St. Basil's PD Centre Library.

Attend (RSVP)



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vapDBRcGcOIj0y-97WUHw9R_8KoRhyWXJXWttCDBrBY/edit

Grade 7 to 9 BOOK STUDY

Sometimes Reading
Is Hard

Using decoding, vocabulary, and comprehension
strategies to inspire fluent,
passionate, lifelong readers

by Robin Bright

Chapters Include:

What do you mean I have to teach reading?
Dec On the Path to Flue

Fluency: Teaching How to Recognize Words Automatically
Vocabu ds
Comprehension: Teaching How to ing from Reading
Sustaining the Journey: How to Inspire Your Students to Love Reading
Where Does the Path Lead Now?

C: rticipants.
1 through the St. Basil's PD Centre Library.




Winter 2021/22

Featuring... Book Study

ASSESSING ,
2V oW '. December 28
4 - 4:30pm MT

Introduction

January 6 Facilitated
4 - 5:00pm MT discussion

Fee: $ZS for I 13
AR members!

Conversation with
CC:] “ author Starr Sackstein
assessment

consoriium Visit aac.ab.ca to register

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division

The Learning Services Team
Carmen Larsen - Director of Learning
Dianne Brodie - Learning Coach
Louise Knodel - Learning Coach

Learning_Services Help
Working together to improve student learning

@ 620 12B Street North, Lethbrid... B learningservices@holyspirit.ab....

%, 4033279555 &) holyspirit.ab.ca



https://events.eply.com/AACWinterBookStudy
mailto:larsenc@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:brodied@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:knodell@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:learningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca
https://s.smore.com/u/2f45/ed97951555d3e17d964f5dcb1e50dec3.png
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=620%2012B%20Street%20North%2C%20Lethbridge%2C%20AB%2C%20Canada&hl=en
mailto:learningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca
tel:4033279555
http://holyspirit.ab.ca/

