Affirm, Refine, Aspire

HS4 Learning Services ~ May 6, 2021

When Change is Upon Us ~ We Shift Gears ~
We Always Have...
Included in this edition: Google Tips & Tricks, Parent Support for

Learning from Home, Numeracy, Literacy & Assessment in Online
Learning, Connecting to the Land & more!
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Amid the ongoing challenges of our current situation, it's important for ik’

all of us to prioritize wellness; focusing on physical and mental health,
accepting that our plans have changed significantly, and_grounding ourselves through prayer and
gratitude, will see us through this uncertain time. Thank you for all you do for your students and their

families and for our Holy Spirit community.

Take care of yourselves & your family -- you're needed! If you need support in your work, feel free to
contact us! [earningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca

A Prayer for Catholic Education Week
"Those who hope in the LORD will renew their Strength." Isaiah 40:31
Lord God, in your kindness, you allow us to share in your creative designs for humanity through our
work each day. Open our eyes this morning to the wonders you are accomplishing in our midst, that
we might work in confidence, knowing that your guiding and strengthening hand accompanies us
wherever we go. We make this prayer to you through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Carmen Larsen
Director of Learning
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We are able to roster additional students/classes to our Mathletics subscription (Grades 1-12) for
the remainder of the year. Please email learningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca if you are interested.



https://www.hmhco.com/blog/prioritizing-wellness-self-care-for-teachers?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=organic_social&utm_content=math_solutions202003193211077706&utm_campaign=2019math_solutions_2019
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.healthline.com/health/grounding-techniques&sa=D&ust=1585168226630000&usg=AFQjCNFVWQ0KgjCapBdEgggQK95Nys7Dmg
https://www.healthline.com/health/grounding-techniques
https://formed.org/
mailto:learningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca
https://marketing-cdn.3plearning.com/uploads/docs/resources/distance-teaching/MX_DistanceTeachingTips_2020_A4.pdf
https://s.smore.com/u/5286cb4c35af28d8d7d111ae32b3cb2e.jpg

Google At Your
Fingertips!

Google Meet: Back to
Basics for Teachers.
Learning Services Special
Edition Newsletter here

Five Tips for Google
Classroom by Alice Keeler

Consider Interactive
Bellwork with Google Slides!
Rather than just project your
"Bellringer" activities on the
SmartBoard, use Google
Slides to share them with
your students. You can
include photo’s, videos, links
and more to make these

everyday activities more
interactive. (For Do's &
Don'ts). You can even post a
QR Code that links to your
presentation and students
can go back to previous days
activities for review. Source:
mhall/Smore Hive.

Google Forms Can Grade
4U! Click here to find out
how! (***you won't need to
use Flubaroo or a
Spreadsheet!).

Get organized with Google
Keep! Create & Manage
Lists! The app will even
transcribe text from a
picture!!!

Resources to
Support At-Home
Learning for
Elementary
Students

Please feel free to make
copies, use bits and pieces
from these resources, or
send them to your students
as they are.

Choice Boards
As students shift to at-home
learning, providing choice
and flexibility in their
assignments can help
maintain motivation and
reduce stress, both for the
students and their
caregivers.

» Math Choice Boards

» Spelling Choice Board

 Literacy Choice Boards

Games

Games are a great way to
review math concepts and
involve caregivers in
learning.

Grades 1 and 2: Math
Games for Early Number
Concepts - with video
instructions to make them

easy to learn

Math Games Using_a Deck of
Cards or Dice

Copy._of Single Player Math
Games

Building Conceptual
Understanding_and Fluency
Through Games

Formative
Assessment Tools
& Providing
Feedback

As we engage students in
virtual learning experiences,
it continues to be important
to check for understanding
and to provide meaningful
feedback to students. Here
are key considerations
when offering feedback in a
virtual environment. As well,
listed below are suggestions
for digital tools available to
teachers to support
formative assessment.

1. Know your purpose for
assessment.

2. Collect data over time.

3. Focus on feedback

4. Check for
understanding

5. Have personal
conversations with
students.

For details &
resource links click here.

How to Do Formative
Assessment in Distance
Learning

Top Tech Tools for Formative
Assessment



https://www.smore.com/myqep
https://alicekeeler.com/2019/02/03/5-tips-google-classroom/
https://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/columnists/jones/jones020.shtml
https://www.theedublogger.com/google-slides/
https://www.edtechteam.com/blog/2018/05/the-dos-and-donts-of-google-slides/
https://blog.hubspot.com/blog/tabid/6307/bid/29449/how-to-create-a-qr-code-in-4-quick-steps.aspx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ICLa_vKyYcNkqCGjPqF8vusGFdLpzoZ79SLil0Ml4o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15ICLa_vKyYcNkqCGjPqF8vusGFdLpzoZ79SLil0Ml4o/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.learnersedge.com/blog/technology-for-teachers-google-keep
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15imU4qKqJ9WKiR2-qBqaR9M-iiNNQE-xAo7P4R6cNiE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R1QOSvZxRicsHkhyPPOUuJa73NWIOmpxbRx4s6MfkM8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c9NBwN7plAM1wrb6qj7Ox2ab2BIEzDv7QD7IeGojKmA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jcfls9IRuhOFwNmzSEvMtmqGxA1gc-bNKh--BoNnrIA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KDVGzHbT2EQ2F4jywvxx80THgTiCr7iBUjR7dOdO8A4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15zv_SnFHsdTicZ29iLZRSvUsLkjqdxtAyF3wgD0k7wo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/171cQteGWa8Cb42fnjFF8kGB_HZFZVlqg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hURuAGOs2oNu6F_Qdw1XCZm0XiJMb4J-szVqU3XyQfU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.edutopia.org/article/formative-assessment-distance-learning
https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/top-tech-tools-for-formative-assessment
https://s.smore.com/u/442ec58ee457da7122a6a3f81418d94d.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/ab2f78a7c2a7f21556b580d68cc5e339.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/822f56789315b2079ca1cb3ade031b16.jpg

Online Resources

These resources are great for synchronous class meetings. Just download the PowerPoints and
share your screen - no other prep required!

» Esti-Mysteries: Estimation Meets Math Mysteries

+ Splat!

o The Fraction Splat! Series

» The Estimation Clipboard
In addition to other digital subscriptions you may have (Mathletics, Zorbits), this resource may be
helpful for students working on multiplication. Organized as a course, it leads students through visual
representations and activities to build conceptual understanding.

» The Multiplication Course by Steve Wyborney,
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Feel free to share with the Parents / Guardians of your students

Supporting Parents with At-Home Learning

The involvement of a responsible adult, typically a parent, is critical to the success of online learners. K-
12 learners need the support of a caring adult to build executive functioning, manage their workload
and maintain motivation. Teachers can support parents in this role by implementing a few key
practices:

* Recognize that there are differences in opportunities and resources among students. Where
possible, build choice into assignments, make connections to daily life, and be flexible with due dates.
Consider low-tech and outdoor learning options.

* Keep instructions simple, organized, predictable and brief.

* Keep the lines of communication open. Set aside time to answer questions from parents, and ensure
they know when you’re available to meet with students. Consider using a brief survey to find out what
kinds of support may be needed.

* Help parents adopt the perspective that tasks are about learning, rather than work completion. Let
them know you believe that the child’'s well-being is more important than getting everything done.

* Keep expectations reasonable, and set specific, achievable goals. Continue to focus on essential
outcomes, and differentiate tasks or consider reducing the workload according to individual learning
needs.

* Offer encouragement and validation. Many parents are worried about how the cancellation of
classes will affect their child’s education, and may feel inadequate about their ability to support
learning at home. Your reassurance during this challenging time will be appreciated.



https://www.smore.com/81bkd
https://stevewyborney.com/2018/11/esti-mysteries-estimation-meets-math-mysteries/
https://stevewyborney.com/2017/02/splat/
https://stevewyborney.com/2017/03/the-fraction-splat-series/
https://stevewyborney.com/2018/04/the-estimation-clipboard/
https://stevewyborney.com/2020/08/the-multiplication-course-by-steve-wyborney/

HOLY SPIRIT

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Click here!

Holy Spirit Catholic School Division

The Learning Services Team

Carmen Larsen - Director of Learning

Dianne Brodie - Learning Coach

Louise Knodel - Learning Coach

Tia Wever - Administrative Assistant

Learning Services Help

Working together to improve student learning.

Q Lethbridge, AB, Canada L. 4033279555

&) holyspirit.ab.ca



https://www.smore.com/ve69j
mailto:larsenc@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:brodied@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:knodell@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:wevert@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:learningservices@holyspirit.ab.ca
https://s.smore.com/u/d7a34cc7a36a7a48d132f2db35d96a14.png
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Lethbridge%2C%20AB%2C%20Canada&hl=en
tel:4033279555
http://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/

